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sentenced to 35 years in prison for embezzling $5.7M from orphanage Coterie leader sentenced to 35 years in prison for
embezzling $5.7M from orphanage GUATEMALA CITY — In a brazen decision to steal funds set aside for Guatemalan
children, a coterie led by a former state Supreme Court judge and a former police detective was convicted on Tuesday of
embezzling $5.7 million from an orphanage. Felipe Valladares, a longtime Coterie of Government Partners’ deputy, was
sentenced to 35 years in prison and Miguel Angel Barragidn and Mario Lopez Zamora each were sentenced to 25 years, a
prosecutor said. The long sentences were handed down by the Gaceta de la Corte Suprema, the country’s highest criminal court,
and came after a three-month trial this year. The trio was accused of embezzling funds in the Coterie of Government Partners,
which operates a network of orphanages and social services throughout the country. Prosecutors said the embezzlement
occurred from 2010 through 2013. The Coterie of Government Partners was founded in 2008 to encourage Guatemalan
government officials to donate their discretionary funds to various social services and community programs in the country. The
government agency said it had more than $33 million in assets at the end of 2013. But during the three-year period studied,
prosecutors said that money was stolen from the orphanage in Sonsonate. “It has been demonstrated that the defendants
committed this crime from one year to the next,” the prosecution said in a statement. “It was a crime that took place with the
complicity of police investigators.” Officials from the Coterie of Government Partners also could not be reached for
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